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BCIT GEOY Recognition program 
Medford Campus Nominees 

 

Teacher of the Year: Terence Ward 
Terence Ward has been a Mathematics teacher for more than 25 years.  He is well respected among his 
colleagues and students.  His dedication to professional growth has proven to be an invaluable resource 
to both his peers and students.  Well known for his sense of humor and compassion, he encourages and 
supports his students all while creating a positive and enjoyable learning atmosphere.  
Terence has played active roles on various committees and student organizations within the District over 
the years, namely, the National Honor Society Selection Committee, SkillsUSA, Student Council among 
many others.  Outside of the District, Mr. Ward values the need to give back to the community through 
his involvement in Boy Scouts of America, Camp Fatima of New Jersey and the Knights of Columbus.  
According to colleagues, Terence is also known for his generous support to help those in need.   

Teacher Assistant of the Year: Ellen Dragish 
Ellen Dragish has worked in the District for the past 25 years as a Teacher Assistant.  She is known to be 
a hard working conscientious staff member. She is kind and considerate to her fellow co-workers and 
students. She goes above and beyond to help her students and her colleague and classroom teacher. Her 
training as a nurse has empowered her to share her real world experiences to help create lifelong 
learners. She will be missed as this will be her final year as she anticipates retirement.  

Educational Services Professional of the Year: Lori Ilconich 
Lori Ilconich has served as a social worker for the past 18 years in the District.  She currently is the 
chairperson for the Child Study Team.  According to colleagues, she is an extremely vital part and  
backbone of the Child Study Team. She puts compassion and hard work behind her caseload of students. 
She always has her students’ best interest at heart.  In the end, she is dedicated to her profession and the 
demands placed upon her. 
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BCIT GEOY Recognition program 
Westampton Campus Nominees 

 

Teacher of the Year: Joseph Rivera 
Mr. Rivera is a BCIT graduate and has taught in the District for 15 years as an Information Technology 
teacher. He has also taught in the BCIT Adult Division.  In his role,  he has been able to adjust his 
teaching styles to meet the varying needs of his students. According to colleagues, he is willing to listen 
and collaborate with other professionals inclusive of members of the Child Study Team and outside 
school resources. Having been a former BCIT student, he is a wonderful role model to his students. 
Furthermore, he is an excellent example of leadership coupled with compassion and empathy.  Mr. 
Rivera has taken an active role in promoting a positive school climate and value of extracurricular 
activities as coach to the school’s baseball team and as Captain to the BCIT Staff Softball Team which 
he organized. 

Teacher Assistant of the Year: Lydia Lopez 
Lydia Lopez is a dedicated, hardworking individual. She has served in the capacity as teacher assistant 
for seven years.  Among many great attributes, she was instrumental as the lead among her colleagues to 
promote and assure the construction of the playground for the child care program. In addition, because 
of her wealth of knowledge,  she is considered the “go to” person among her colleagues. 

Educational Services Professional of the Year:  Kyle Lawrence 
Kyle Lawrence has served as School Psychologist as part of the Child Study Team for the past five 
years.  Among colleagues, he is considered a problem solver, enthusiastic and passionate about what he 
does. He is dedicated to the students at BCIT and genuinely cares for them as well as the staff. Being a 
student advocate, he inspires his students to achieve their goals, work through their problems in a 
positive way while providing the appropriate support. Colleagues note that he has a great balance of 
being firm, fair, follows the rules and maintains strong relationships.  Kyle is known to work with the 
teachers to create and implement different teaching strategies with the students to assure that their needs 
are met. Kyle is someone who is always willing to be there for both student and staff members.  He has 
consistently gone above and beyond to help the students with both their school and personal lives.  In 
addition to his work responsibilities, Kyle is an active member of our school community where he 
coaches basketball and soccer. He has also served as a class advisor and Anti-Bullying Specialist and 
Coordinator.  Kyle has made a positive impact on our student body as well as the staff.  His positivity is 
inspiring.  


